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The town of Watrous is a progressive community 
ideally located near the centre of the populated 
area of Saskatchewan. It is 110 km southeast of 
Saskatoon and 175 km northwest of Regina. 

Watrous is at the centre of the Canadian 
grainbelt. It is well-known for the healing waters 
of Lake Manitou, CBK Radio and Camp Easter 
Seal. It is also known as a centre for agricultural 
implements and automotive dealerships. Not only 
has Watrous become an ideal place for retirement 
with the soothing waters of the Manitou Springs 
Mineral Spa nearby, but is also a thriving economic 
centre based upon agriculture, tourism, mining and 
industry. 

The town of Watrous maintains an industrious 
and diversified business district, supported by an 
active marketing group that markets the area as a 
place to live, work, play and do business. The group 
is backed by a very progressive Town Council. 

The town of Watrous has a population of just 
over 1,800 people.

Watrous is an administrative centre for a number 
of various government departments. These include 
the Federal Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Association 
office and the head office of the Saskatchewan 
Water Corporation. Three potash mines located 
near Watrous are also major employers of 
residents.

The town came into being in 1906 when the 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway was established as a 
divisional point at the town site. The community 
was named after Frank Watrous Morse. Watrous 
was incorporated as a village in 1908 and as a town 
in 1909. The people soon realized the medicinal 
properties of Manitou Lake, and today, thousands 
of people visit Watrous and Manitou Beach to test 
the mysterious waters of Little Manitou Lake.

By Miranda Burski
L-P Specialty Products

Watrous has always been a popular 
tourist destination; being close to Manitou 
Beach, the town has been the perfect 
place for visitors to book a hotel room or 
campsite. But lately, Watrous has been 
experiencing a growth of a different sort: 
new citizens.

“We’re seeing growth in all areas of 
our community right now,” said Brendan 
Manz, community development officer 
with the Watrous Manitou Marketing 
Group. “And with the popularity of the 
area, we’re seeing a lot of people move 
home, not just [from] Saskatchewan, but 
from all over the prairies and western 
Canada coming to call Watrous home.”

The town currently has a population 
that sits at just under 2,000 people, and 
that number is expected to grow over the 
next few years. Manz explained that, since 
2010, Watrous has sold close to 20 lots 
on the west side of the town, all of which 
should be completed soon. There are also 
40 lots on the east side of the town that 
will be ready for development this fall.

This growth comes from a number of 
areas, all of which are strong partially 
because of the town’s location between 
Saskatoon and Regina. “We’re sort of a 
hub of activity, and it’s not just based on 
one economic factor. The main four are 
potash, agriculture, small business and 
tourism … and right now we’re seeing 
growth in all those areas,” said Manz.

It’s hard to say whether the businesses 
in Watrous owe their growth to the 
successful sectors of the area, or whether 
the sectors are successful because 
Watrous’s businesses are so diverse and 
close at hand. For example, the town is 
home to dealerships that cover a wide 
selection of the sectors’ needs. These 
dealerships include the Watrous New 
Holland, a John Deere dealership and 
Main Line Motors, the largest rural GM 
dealership in Saskatchewan. 

One of the local businesses that is 
doing particularly well is the Watrous 
Co-op, which is currently undergoing 
an expansion that is expected to be 
completed before Christmas. “[The 
Co-op] has been a strong partner in our 
community for so long,” said Manz. “They 
have, in the last few years, opened up a 
new gas station in the same parking lot 
as the grocery store, and now the grocery 
store is expanding by quite a bit.”

The agriculture sector, 
while not seeing as much 
growth itself, is also a large 
factor in the area’s success. 

“We lucked out over the 
last few years,” explained 
Manz. “We haven’t seen the 
dramatic flooding that has 
been taking place in other 
communities in the province 
… There was definitely water, 
but not like in other areas.” 
This, combined with recent 

crop prices, has meant that the farmers 
in and around Watrous are doing fairly 
well, in turn contributing to the town’s 
economic growth.

The area’s potash sector, meanwhile, has 
seen significant growth, making it a huge 
contributor to the area’s economic success. 
Watrous is located only 50 km away 
from three major potash mines — the 
PotashCorp mines in Allan and Lanigan, 
and Mosaic Potash’s mine in Colonsay — 
and about 65 km away from BHP Billiton’s 
new Jansen project. This means growth not 
only for Watrous, but also for the entire 
region. This comes both from the people 
moving to work at the mines and people 
moving to temporarily work on them.

“Being one of the largest communities 
in the area, we’ve seen a lot of construction 
workers in our community ... Any time 
you get longer stays from people, that 
definitely helps the economy,” said Manz.

Watrous’s economy and population  
expected to grow

Welcome to Watrous!
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WatrousManitou BeachhcaeB uotinaM

Green Fees: $18 for 9 holes • $29 for 18 holes

For bookings call the Pro Shop - 946-2861

Come for a round
of golf and enjoy
one of Manitou
Beach’s many
amenities:

• Bed and Breakfast
• Camping • Swimming
• Restaurants

• 9 Holes/Grass Greens
• Beautiful setting/well groomed
• Driving Range
• Fully equipped pro shop
• Tournament/barbeques f
facilities up to 100 people

TOURNAMENTS WELCOME

Watrous MassageWatrous Massage
311 Main St. Watrous, SK SOK 4T0311 Main St. Watrous, SK SOK 4T0
Kyla McDonaldKyla McDonald RMT, MTASRMT, MTAS

Laser SpecialistLaser Specialist
946-2141946-2141

• Therupeutic• Therupeutic
MassageMassage

• Hot Stone Therapy• Hot Stone Therapy

• Low Level• Low Level
Laser TherapyLaser Therapy

112 MAIN ST.
WATROUS, SKWATROUS, SK
(306) 946-3335(306) 946-3335

112 MAIN ST112 MAIN ST

• Custom• Custom
CuttingCutting

• Slaughtering• Slaughtering

• Curing• Curing
• Homemade• Homemade

SausageSausage

AutoAuto
Show & ShineShow & Shine

For info call Jason - (306) 946-3336 or (306) 946-2756
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WATROUS FUN RUNWATROUS FUN RUNWATROUS FUN RUN
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