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O P T I O N S I N E D U C AT I O N
Distance education offers extra opportunity
By Miranda Burski
L-P Specialty Products
For many adults who haven’t yet done so,
finishing high school can be an important yet
slightly daunting goal. The idea of completing
that portion of one’s education is appealing,
whether it be for reasons of pride or career
opportunities. But sometimes it seems as
though the opportunity to get that education
is out of reach.
“[Sometimes] courses don’t fit in [a
student’s] schedule; they’re not in a
community where that course is offered
or available, they need flexibility if they’re
working or new parents … or they could
be somebody who’s left school early and
coming back and aren’t comfortable going
back to a traditional high-school classroom
setting,” said Myrna Martynuk, director
of Sector Technologies and Network
Management at the Ministry of Education.
For potential students in situations such
as these, the best option may be distance
education.
Distance education has been offered in
Saskatchewan since 1925, when it was
originally offered through the Department
of Education’s Outpost Correspondence
School. The Outpost Correspondence
School, opened by Catherine SheldonWilliams, was designed as a way to provide

education to people in sparsely populated
or remote areas. After a single year, 156
students were enrolled.
As time went on, the school expanded;
during the Depression, it provided services
to students across western Canada and
the United States. It offered education
for kindergarten to Grade 8 until 1930,
expanded to Grades 9 to 11 in 1931 and
began offering Grade 12 in 1941. Eventually
the school was renamed the Saskatchewan
Government Correspondence School and
again shrank in its curriculum coverage, this
time to offering only Grades 9 to 12. Then,
in 2009, the mandate of distance education
in Saskatchewan was taken over by school
boards throughout the province.
Today, distance education is offered
by schools in 17 school divisions. The
curriculum covers Grades 9 through 12,
and the methods in which the courses are
offered have changed greatly since those of
the original Outpost Correspondence School.
“Right now in Saskatchewan, there are
paper-based courses available, live-televised
and some online courses,” said Martynuk.
She added that the way in which these
courses are delivered can vary depending on
the student.
“Often they can be synchronous or
asynchronous. Synchronous would be at the

Rediscovering one of
Saskatchewan’s educational giants
(a drama club), Radio-Étudiante (oncampus student radio broadcasting),
golf, volleyball, curling, basketball,
badminton, swimming, and track
and field, complete with devoted,
experienced coaches
• Residential living creates an extended
family context where students
cultivate lifelong friendships
• Residential “life-skills” program
to develop autonomy. Students
share in meal preparation, laundry
and household tasks, and develop
organizational, time management,
budget and menu-planning skills

Unique, École secondaire Collège
Mathieu (ESCM) is one of a few
boarding schools in Saskatchewan and
the only francophone boarding school in
Western Canada. Its focus? Preparing
for the future by teaching youth to
become independent, productive
individuals in the today’s global village.
ESCM, the community of Gravelbourg
and the larger provincial school
community of the Conseil des écoles
fransaskoises (CÉF) welcome students
from other regions of Canada and from
all over the world.

As a school

As a community

Like all other schools in the province,
ESCM’s core curriculum is determined
by Saskatchewan Learning. ESCM
offers all courses (Grades 8 to 12) in
French (except for English Language
Arts), all within a Francophone
community context. The intimate
context of the campus offers students
opportunities that few schools can
provide:
• A rich heritage of quality Francophone
education offered in a safe,
supportive, student-centered “milieu”
where teachers are committed to
excellence
• A low teacher-pupil ratio conducive to
academic and personal growth
• Graduation with a bilingual diploma
(up to 36 credit units), and bursaries
from the CÉF and other organizations
• Technology-integrated learning,
including laptops, a computer lab,
wireless internet and a student radio
broadcasting unit (Radio-Étudiante)
linked to the community radio station
• Catholic education in a facility with its
own chapel
• A self-contained campus boasting a
semi-Olympic-size pool and a state-ofthe-art gymnasium

• Participation in sports and cultural
activities (such as Secondaire en
Spectacle, Troupe Troupes Théâtre)
with students from other Francophone
schools across the province
• The vibrant bilingual town of
Gravelbourg welcomes and supports
students in their academic pursuits
and offers the opportunity to
participate in community sports, such
as hockey, baseball, karate and more

As a residence
The full-time boarding school services
complement the academic program
by providing a caring Francophone
milieu that enhances social, emotional,
spiritual and physical development.
• Daily supervised studies (5 p.m. and
8:45 p.m.)
• Opportunities to excel in co-curricular,
extra-curricular and cultural programs:
MAT (rock band), les Franskataires

ESCM extends and maintains the
rich tradition of its forefather Collège
Mathieu and its reputation as a pillar in
the educational community since 1918
as a training ground for a number of the
present-day leaders in various fields.
Share the secret so more students
may:
• capitalize on the formal and informal
Francophone program offered by the
ESCM boarding school and its larger
network of schools and communities
• reap the benefits of being fluent in
both of Canada’s official languages
by completing secondary studies in
French, a working language spoken by
more than 200 million people around
the world
• take advantage of the residential
program for the low cost of $5,000
per year (Saskatchewan students)
and inquire about additional funding
from bursaries
“Rendez-vous” with École secondaire
Collège Mathieu at www.escm.ca. To
see if you qualify, call 1-877-273-6661
(toll free) or 306-648-3105, email
admission@cefsk.ca, or visit www.escm.
ca.

One form of distance
education offered
by schools in
Saskatchewan is
online education,
which allows for a
flexible schedule.
Photo by Top Photo
Group, Thinkstock.

same time — so everybody is either on a
website or participating in a live broadcast
or whatever it is at the same time on a
scheduled day. Or asynchronous where
information is posted and people can go on
at their own time and pace.”
Because of the opportunities that distance
education provides, Martynuk said that she

can’t see any drawbacks to the method.
“They all have fully qualified teachers,
and the students’ courses are there, the
information’s available, and it provides
flexibility and opportunity.”
For more information on distance
education in Saskatchewan or to register,
please visit www.skdistancelearning.ca.

Post-secondary education — a ‘major’ decision
but can also include International Management
By Michele Tyndall
or Hospitality Management. Business
For L-P Specialty Products
managers earn some of the highest wages in
Going to university or college has always
Saskatchewan, making this major an attractive
served many purposes: a way to meet new
alternative.
people; a chance to expand on the learning set
While computer science is often thought
forth in high school and sharpen critical thinking
of as a data-heavy and business-minded
skills; and, of course, the ability to train for a
degree, today’s technology also makes this
specific career.
While education for education’s sake is always area of learning appealing to some students
looking to follow a more artistic calling. In
valuable, finding a major in college or university
computer science, you can major in Database
now presents options that require additional
decisions to be made. Today’s society is placing Management and Programming, or explore the
more liberal Digital Arts and Software majors.
more emphasis on specialization, so students
The computer field is constantly expanding and
must now consider not just general interest,
offers many unique challenges to students.
but cost efficiency, long-term value and the
Often the humanities are overlooked when
development of specific skill sets when choosing
planning an education with a career-based goal,
a major, as well.
but the arts programs currently available to
The job market itself can play a role in what
classes will best serve the long-term goals of the students are wide ranging and provide potentially
employable skills while offering classes that
student. In Saskatchewan, jobs in farming and
speak to passionate interests. Language studies
farm management are always in demand, and a
such as French, Chinese and Japanese are
major in the sciences — such as Biochemistry,
becoming more relevant as the global nature
Botany or Chemistry — can provide the
of communication grows. Art, Theatre and
knowledge not only to gain employment in
Education majors provide courses designed
this field, but also to create new processes in
toward more personal goals, but have the benefit
farming that can benefit all of society.
Engineering provides courses that draw a large of employment opportunities, as well, which
makes choosing a major in this field a wellnumber of students due to the diverse nature
rounded decision.
of the education available with the majors in
Whether it’s a passion for singing, a desire
this category. Whether it’s a passion for space
to heal or a hunger for history, the plethora of
(aerospace engineering), a desire to find new
choices for a major in the university or college
power sources (nuclear engineering) or the
of your choice is not a decision to make lightly.
need to create a greener world (environmental
engineering), a degree in engineering can be very Exploring all of the options available will provide
satisfying and provide a lucrative career in many students with a rich educational experience, and
a satisfying career beyond school.
different fields.
A business degree
can be achieved
not only through
the traditional fouryear university
since 1982
courses, but through
A
Christian
Approach
to All of Life and Learning
other educational
institutions, as well.
Preschool – Grade 12
This degree often
-Evangelical Christian perspective
provides a balanced
-Interdenominational student body
set of courses that mix
-Accredited independent school with Saskatchewan Learning
the business-oriented
-Associate school with Regina Public School Board
with the liberal arts,
-Caring Christian environment
a combination that
-Strong academic, athletics & ﬁne arts programs
often attracts students
-Support for some Advanced Placement Exams
wanting the tools
-International Students Program
needed for employment
-Strong community involvement
after graduation
-Cross-cultural
international mission teams
along with a major
that allows them to
Information Nights-7pm
explore their personal
April 26th . May 24th
areas of interest. This
Everyone is Welcome!
could mean a major in
rd
Accounting or Finance,

Regina Christian School

2505 – 23 Avenue Regina, SK 775-0919
www.reginachristianschool.org
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École secondaire Collège Mathieu
Live, laugh and learn in French !
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The options are unlimited...
“Our daughter has had a chance to be educated in French in a classroom
with a low teacher/student ratio. Her average has gone up… Her
experience in the residence has enabled her to gain age appropriate
independence… We would not hesitate to recommend École secondaire Collège Mathieu to anyone looking for an alternative to a large city high school.”
- Craig and Jodi Doré Parents

0 ;!61# -,(' "!643%$@%4# #1=36?>%4
0 *=88 / 16& $#! 9##: !#A>1#4?>68 A#!<>3#A 9>?@ 8>"# A:>88A
$!%B!65
0 2%9 ?#63@#!)A?=1#4? !6?>%
0 +73#88#4? 6361#5>3. #7?!63=!!>3=86!
641 3%,3=!!>3=86! $!%B!65A

www.escm.ca
REG26201156_1_1

